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 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2010 

FEBRUARY 13TH EDWARDSVILLE BOATING COURSE BEGINS 

MARCH 13TH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING PRIOR TO CHANGE OF WATCH 

MARCH 13TH CHANGE OF WATCH - BARTOLINO’S  

APRIL 10TH D30 SPRING CONFERENCE - HOST FOUR RIVERS - AMANA COLONIES 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

Please submit all articles before the 
12th of the month to: 
 
Dryrot Editor: P/D/C Gus Elia, JN 
Email Address:   guselia@centurytel.net 
Home Phone: (636) 462-4655   
Fax Number: (636) 462-4655 

Commander ’s Message Page 1 

Calendar of Events Page 2 

Bir thdays Page 3 

Stay more informed on what’s going 
on in your squadron 

Page 3 

Help Char lie Update the Roster  Page 3 

D30 Spr ing Conference Page 4-5 

Want to help your squadron save 
money? 

Page 5 

SLSPS Change of Watch Page 6 

Boat Operator  Certification Page 7-8 

Education Report Page 8 

Lonan-C is terminated in the U.S. Page 9 

A fr iend from the past Page 9 
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FEBRUARY 20, 2010 

Executive Committee Meetings 
 
These meetings are shown on the Calendar of Events. The meetings 
are open to any squadron member. 
 
The next meeting will be held just prior to the Change of Watch. 
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FEBRUARY MARCH 

On behalf of the membership of the SLSPS, I would like to take this opportunity to say “ Happy 
Birthday”  to our squadron members who have birthdays celebrated in February and March.  They are: 

FEBRUARY 20, 2010 

Thomas Sagehorn 3/03 
Robert Steffe 3/03 
Bill Morris 3/13 
Marlene Warden 3/18 
Robert Stumpf 3/20 

Kirk Morey 2/03 
Robert Hind 2/08 
Susan Kraeger 2/17 
Todd White 2/17 
Stephen Cupples 2/20 
William Cheeseman Sr. 2/27 
James Williamson 2/28 

STAY MORE INFORMED ON WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR SQUADRON 
 
Have you misplaced your Dryrot around the house? Well you can always 
download or just look at an electronic version on-line at our website. You 
can look at Upcoming Events and see what is coming up in the future. If 
you want to see what classes you might want to take you can just click 
on the Education page. If you just want to take a look at any of the 
events that we had over the past few years, you can go to the Photo 
Gallery and pick on the event you want to see. Check it out. There©s lot 
to see there. 
 
Just visit our award winning website at: 
 
http://www.slsps.org 

HELP CHARLIE UPDATE THE ROSTER 
 

Charlie Jones is in the final steps of updating our roster. It takes a lot of work to do 
that job. We can all help him out if we take a look at last years roster check the 
information that’s in there for us and let Charlie know if it’s okay or if you found 
something that needs correcting.  You can contact Charlie at 636-391-8258 or send 
your comments to him at charliejones@charter.net. 



District 30 Spring Conference & Change of Watch  
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We welcome you to ” The Histor ical Amana Colonies”  
When:  Fr iday Apr il 9 - Sunday 11th, 2010 

Hosted by:  The Four Rivers Sail &  Power Squadron 
Accommodations:  The “ Guest House Motel”  

4712  220th Trail Amana, Iowa 52203 
Phone number 877-331-0828 or  319-622-3599 

The Guest House has 12 rooms (there are stairs in the house.)  The 
Lodge has rooms and is handicapped accessible with a ramp.  We 
will have a Hospitality Room @ the Lodge located next to the 
office!  The rate for the rooms are $52.90 for (1) person, $58.90 
for (2) person and (1) bed and $64.90 for (2) person (2) beds.  You 
can call and reserve your room under the Power Squadron. 
Reservation deadline~ March 9th, 2010 
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REGISTRATION/MEET AND GREET:  Friday April 9, 2010   4:00pm-7:00pm   
 
FRIDAY EVENING:  Friday evening meals will be split into groups and dine out at the 
local restaurants in the Main Amana. 
 
SATURDAY the meetings for the Bridge will be at the Ronneburg restaurant just down the 
street from the Guest House.  They have planned a real “German Brunch”  for everyone and 
this will start at 8:30am.  The cost is $13.00 per person the crepes are wonderful!  Lunch is 
on your own!!!  You can find good things to eat….the Stone Bakery….the Chocolate 
Haus….or the Winery (ha…ha…ha…) we will help you find places for lunch, everything is 
within walking distance. 
 
SATURDAY EVENING is the Banquet and Four Rivers Sail &  Power Squadron COW 
Dinner  at the Ronnenburg Restaurant at 7:00pm.  Prime Rib, Weiner Schnitzel, pickled 
ham, sliced potatoes, famous green beans, braised sauerkraut , Cole slaw, cottage cheese, 
homemade bread, fresh pie and drink  this will be served”  family style”  all one can eat….  

Breakfast/ Saturday                            _______@   $13.00 _______ 
Dinner/Saturday Evening                   _______ @ $28.00________ 
Total                                                       _______ @ $ ____________ 
(Let us know of any dietary needs)_______________________________________________. 

Deadline for  meal Reservations is Apr il 4, 2010 
Make checks payable to:  Four Rivers Sail &  Power Squadron. 
Send “ meal reservations”  with check to:   
Krista Woltman, Admin. Officer 
3037 Center Point Rd suite 200 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
                                               
 For more information about the Amana Colonies go to:     http://www.amanacolonies.org/                                         

WANT TO HELP SAVE YOUR SQUADRON SOME MONEY? 
 
You can help save us some printing cost each month by selecting to receive the Dryrot as an  
e-document.  I can either send you a copy of the Dryrot as an attachment to an e-mail or you can 
download the Dryrot from the website each month. Sometimes e-mail attachments are restricted in 
size by your Internet Service Provider. But you can always download it from the website. Either 
way, you get the extra bonus of viewing the photographs in color and they will be much clearer. Do 
you have a hard time remembering where you placed your copy. Well, you can always go to the 
website and downloaded it or get on the list and we’ll e-mail you each month’s addition. Just let me 
know at 636-462-4655 or e-mail me at guselia@centurytel.net.     -  Gus Elia 
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Boat Operator Certification  
 
For those that went to the Annual Meeting at the Coronado Spring Resort at Disney World the 
opportunity was made available to us to get certified as Advanced Certifier. Certification was 
conducted in Tavares, Fl on Harris Lake and adjoining Eustis Lake about an hour north of Orlando. 
Certification was conducted on Sunday morning February 8th 2010.  
 
On the morning after the banquet for the National Meeting, Ken Danley, Dick Des Camps and 
myself climbed into my car at o-dark hundred and headed to Tavares. With a brief stop at 
McDonalds for breakfast we arrived at the Triangle Yacht Club Marina at 0730. We were some of 
the first to arrive. The air was brisk (about 40o F and the wind was blowing from the east with a light 
chop on the water. USPS chipped in for donuts and coffee inside the clubhouse which really hit the 
spot on the brisk morning.  
 
This events chief organizer was P/R/C Bob Brandenstein, SN of the Pittsburgh Power Squadron but 
he had lots of help from the Harris Chain Power Squadron and the Jacksonville Sail & Power 
Squadron. Four boats were bought in from various locations for the event. There were thirty of us at 
sign-up in the morning. Twenty were to be certified and the rest were either master or regional 
certifiers and other support personnel.  
 
We were broken up into small teams. Dick and I were assigned to Joe Sackett’s (Jacksonville Sail & 
Power Squadron) team on board a 21’ Cuddy Cabin Bayliner. It was the biggest boat of the four 
and was a terrific boat for this type of event.  
 
While still in the clubhouse, we started with introductions, some guidelines, expectations and 
instruction. We then prepared to go out on the lake. I had put on so many layers of clothes that I 
couldn’t get my life jacket over my clothes, so I had to take off a layer or two to be able to snap on 
the PFD. A course was set up by the instructors on the water. Buoys were set to mark the low 
speed and high speed slalom course and also the markers for the high speed stop.  
 
Each boat headed to a different section of the lake first so that we wouldn’t be close to each other 
while demonstrating our skills. High speed activities were conducted on Eustis Lake while low 
speed maneuvers remained on Harris lake. We had five students on our boat with two of them 
being sailboaters.   
 
Our first activity was docking. Then we moved on to low speed maneuvers through the preset 
slalom course. Forward and then backward. Backward became a challenge for many with the wind 
blowing but everyone got through it okay.  
 
We then moved over to Eustis Lake for some high speed events. We each went through a preset 
slalom course at high speeds. Then we all had to demonstrate a high speed stop. Unnerving at first 
but a lot of fun once we got use to it. Full throttle up the course until you pass the buoy. Engine 
quickly to idle and right turn and then engine in neutral. Then you watch the wake off to your 
starboard without rocking the boat. Then, we each had to take a turn at “man-overboard” and come 
around properly to pick up the float. We demonstrated our ability to run a range both going in and 
coming out. 



 
We headed back to the marina for a lunch and a break. After a morning on the water, the lunch was 
delicious. Sandwiches were made by the Finn Restaurant (a great place to eat). After swapping sea 
stories and relaxing for a little bit we headed back out to finish the activities we had left.  
 
When we all came in we had a fire extinguisher demo with each of us taking a turn putting a fire out. 
 
Paperwork was taken care of and we said our farewells to our new friends.  This was a great event 
which was very well organized and put together by three squadrons with a common interest in 
doing something good for USPS. Our organization saw some weak links in getting remote Districts 
into this program and took a giant step forward in remedying this. Everyone involved had a positive 
attitude and we all left with very few hoops to go through afterwards to become Advanced Certifiers. 
 
Once we were done with our “official business”, I needed to get Dick Des Camps back to Orlando to 
meet up with Peggy for the rest of their vacation.  Ken came along for company and we drove Dick 
back to the Coronado. We then turned around and headed back to Tavares where we stayed at the 
Holiday Inn Express which had a special price for those involved in the Certification Program. Most 
of the participants stayed there for the night. We met up with Betty and Ken’s sister Marci, who had 
already eaten diner but came with us so we could eat. We walked through a fenced off swampy 
area, (Betty and Marci saw an alligator there earlier) and went to Finn’s Restaurant for a super 
seafood dinner. The Super Bowl was on TV. Then we walked back to the motel. Betty refused to 
walk through the swampy place so we took the long cut. Everyone crashed in their room and went 
on their way the next day. The Danleys continued on their trip through Florida and checking out 
Kentucky. There will be an article in the next Ensign and this event will be repeated next year with 
more upfront advertising. 
 
P/D/C Gus Elia, JN 
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EDUCATION REPORT 
 
Weather (Wx) - The weather class is moving along quite well with five students participating. The 
course is being taught by P/C Terry Elia. 
 
America’s Boating Course (ABC3) - The first class in Edwardsville is underway with the testing 
slated for next week. The Godfrey class is slated to start on March 20th. 
 
Anchoring Seminar - A two-hour seminar is planned for presentation in April 
 
Seamanship (S) - A class is being planned for April and May following the March ABC3 class. This 
course will probably be held at Cabela’s. 
 
Bill Morris, AP 
Squadron Education Officer 



Loran-C is terminated in the United States  
 

The Coast Guard strongly urges mariners currently using LORAN-C for navigation to shift to a GPS 
navigation system and become familiar with its operation as soon as possible. Mariners will not be 
able to rely upon LORAN-C for navigation as of Feb. 8, 2010.  

A LORAN Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement Record of Decision stating that the 
environmentally preferred alternative is to decommission the LORAN-C Program and terminate the 
North American LORAN-C signal was published in the Federal Register on Jan. 7, 2010. 
The Homeland Security Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2010 allowed for termination of the 
LORAN-C signal on January 4, 2010, after certification from the Commandant of the Coast Guard 
that it was not needed for maritime navigation and from the Secretary of DHS that it is not needed 
as a backup for GPS. 
In accordance with the DHS Appropriations Act, the U.S. Coast Guard will terminate the 
transmission of all U.S. LORAN-C signals effective 2000Z 08 Feb 2010. At that time, the U.S. 
LORAN-C signal will be unusable and permanently discontinued. This termination does not affect 
U.S. participation in the Russian American or Canadian LORAN-C chains. U.S. participation in 
these chains will continue in accordance with international agreements.  

LORAN-C has, as a result of technological advancements in the last 20 years, became an 
antiquated system no longer required by the armed forces, the transportation sector or the nation’s 
security interests and is used only by a small percentage of the population. The Coast Guard 
understands that LORAN-C is still used by a small segment of the public and that those users will 
have to shift to GPS or other systems; however, continued use of limited resources to operate 
LORAN-C is no longer prudent use of taxpayer funds and is not allowed under the 2010 DHS 
Appropriation Act.  

P/C Charlie Jones, SN 
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A FRIEND FROM THE PAST 
 
While we were at the National Meeting at Disney World they were calling out a few awards that 
were saved for Saturday’s meeting. One of those was for Cooperative Charting. First District 26 
won. Didn’t think much of it. Then Savannah River Sail and Power Squadron won which is in D26. 
That kind of made sense and roused my interest a little bit. Then the winner overall for our 
organization was Don Funderburck of SRSPS and D26. Don had won the Golden Eagle Award 
given to the person who made the most entries in Coop Charting he single-handedly won for 
himself, his squadron and his district. Don is an old member of SLPS and was active in many ways 
in our organization and others. He was commodore of the McDonnell Douglas Sailing Club for 
many years. He was active at the Sea Scout base located at Valley Sailing Association.  He helped 
many people to learn to sail in the St. Louis area. He had a big beaming smile on his face as he 
accepted the Golden Eagle Award. The next day Don was one of my partners during the Boat 
Operator Certification Training. We reminisced about old times and had a great time boating 
together that day. He is still a very colorful person and a blast to be around. 
 
P/D/C Gus Elia, JN 
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