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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

Please submit all articles before the 
12th of the month to: 
 
Dryrot Editor: P/D/C Gus Elia, JN 
Email Address:   guselia@centurytel.net 
Home Phone: (636) 462-4655   
Fax Number: (636) 462-4655 

Executive Committee Meetings 
 

These meetings are shown on the Calendar of Events. The meetings 
are open to any squadron member. 
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STAY MORE INFORMED ON WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR SQUADRON 
 
Have you misplaced your Dryrot around the house? Well you can always 
download or just look at an electronic version on-line at our website. You 
can look at Upcoming Events and see what is coming up in the future. If 
you want to see what classes you might want to take you can just click 
on the Education page. If you just want to take a look at any of the 
events that we had over the past few years, you can go to the Photo 
Gallery and pick on the event you want to see. Check it out. There©s lot 
to see there. 
 
Just visit our award winning website at: 
 
http://www.slsps.org 
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APRIL 

On behalf of the membership of the SLSPS, I would like to take this opportunity to say “ Happy 
Birthday”  to our squadron members who have birthdays celebrated in February and March.  They are: 

Phil Auner 4/3 
Pat Casey 4/3 
Karen Rice 4/6 
Doug Warden 4/20 
Greg Dostal 4/22 
Diane Falk 4/22 
Denny Wertheimer 4/24 

MARCH 

Thomas Sagehorn 3/03 
Robert Steffe 3/03 
Bill Morris 3/13 
Marlene Warden 3/18 
Robert Stumpf 3/20 

BOATS 
 

"Boats are art objects that take on a narrative and emotional personality. They 
try to tell a story. That©s why boat paintings appeal to a certain type of artist 
and collector. They ask, ©What kind of a person is this boat and what is her 
story? Does she touch me?© There are endless opportunities. The story will 
come from the artist©s heart."  
 
Boats represent a cosmic drift on the sea of life. Regarding femininity, apart 
from the number of Queens and Princesses that ply the sea (even Titanic was 
a "she"), 75 per cent of boats are given female names. The idea of plucky little 

girl-boats buffeting storms is universal folklore. Boats are loaded with all kinds of anthropomorphic 
potential--they©re independent, heroic, stout, stubborn, plain, comely and gregarious. Traditionally--
perhaps more than any other popular construction--they©re the product of a creative eye. Further, 
they©re divided into blowers and stinkers--the Montagues and Capulets of a floating race. Boats 
launch with attitude and stir up their own arguments.  
 
Around here, as soon as anyone gets their hands on a bit of money, they buy a boat. The boats 
may sit unused year after year, but they still represent the potential for escape from terrestrial nor-
malcy. I©ve had dozens of them. With me, it©s been a mental health problem. Some of them almost 
ruined me. In retrospect, painting them is almost as good, and considerably cheaper.  
 
As time-honored subjects for paintings, boats have no equal. Even when hauled for repairs or lying 
in dereliction, they tell their story. Their complex curves and watery furrowing present challenges of 
observation and rendering. Combining the frustration of hydraulic painting, natural science, and 
nautical correctness, boats can turn perfectly competent painters into babbling fools. Furthermore, 
boat paintings draw out the critical faculties in nearly every landlubber, and casual passersby sud-
denly become authorities. I©ve had guys I didn©t know phone me in the middle of the night to tell me 
that a certain foremast rigging has three-sheave blocks, not four. I©ve also heard that marine paint-
ers who know what they©re doing make regular trips to the bank, and this is all to the good, be-
cause they need the money to pay for their boats.  - Robert Genn—Artist 
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District 30 Spring Conference & Change of Watch  

We welcome you to ” The Histor ical Amana Colonies”  
When:  Fr iday Apr il 9 - Sunday 11th, 2010 

Hosted by:  The Four Rivers Sail &  Power Squadron 
Accommodations:  The “ Guest House Motel”  

4712  220th Trail Amana, Iowa 52203 
Phone number 877-331-0828 or  319-622-3599 

The Guest House has 12 rooms (there are stairs in the house.)  The 
Lodge has rooms and is handicapped accessible with a ramp.  We 
will have a Hospitality Room @ the Lodge located next to the 
office!  The rate for the rooms are $52.90 for (1) person, $58.90 
for (2) person and (1) bed and $64.90 for (2) person (2) beds.  You 
can call and reserve your room under the Power Squadron. 
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REGISTRATION/MEET AND GREET:  Friday April 9, 2010   4:00pm-7:00pm   
 
FRIDAY EVENING:  Friday evening meals will be split into groups and dine out at the 
local restaurants in the Main Amana. 
 
SATURDAY the meetings for the Bridge will be at the Ronneburg restaurant just down the 
street from the Guest House.  They have planned a real “German Brunch”  for everyone and 
this will start at 8:30am.  The cost is $13.00 per person the crepes are wonderful!  Lunch is 
on your own!!!  You can find good things to eat….the Stone Bakery….the Chocolate 
Haus….or the Winery (ha…ha…ha…) we will help you find places for lunch, everything is 
within walking distance. 
 
SATURDAY EVENING is the Banquet and Four Rivers Sail &  Power Squadron COW 
Dinner  at the Ronnenburg Restaurant at 7:00pm.  Prime Rib, Weiner Schnitzel, pickled 
ham, sliced potatoes, famous green beans, braised sauerkraut , Cole slaw, cottage cheese, 
homemade bread, fresh pie and drink  this will be served”  family style”  all one can eat….  

Breakfast/ Saturday                            _______@   $13.00 _______ 
Dinner/Saturday Evening                   _______ @ $28.00________ 
Total                                                       _______ @ $ ____________ 
(Let us know of any dietary needs)_______________________________________________. 

Deadline for  meal Reservations is Apr il 4, 2010 
Make checks payable to:  Four Rivers Sail &  Power Squadron. 
Send “ meal reservations”  with check to:   
Krista Woltman, Admin. Officer 
3037 Center Point Rd suite 200 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
                                               
 For more information about the Amana Colonies go to:     http://www.amanacolonies.org/                                         

WANT TO HELP SAVE YOUR SQUADRON SOME MONEY? 
 
You can help save us some printing cost each month by selecting to receive the Dryrot as an  
e-document.  I can either send you a copy of the Dryrot as an attachment to an e-mail or you can 
download the Dryrot from the website each month. Sometimes e-mail attachments are restricted in 
size by your Internet Service Provider. But you can always download it from the website. Either 
way, you get the extra bonus of viewing the photographs in color and they will be much clearer. Do 
you have a hard time remembering where you placed your copy. Well, you can always go to the 
website and downloaded it or get on the list and we’ll e-mail you each month’s addition. Just let me 
know at 636-462-4655 or e-mail me at guselia@centurytel.net.     -  Gus Elia 
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How’s your love life 
going…with your boat that 

is? 
 

 
 Have you had any misgivings about how you prepared your boat last fall for the winter season? 
 
 Do you know what condition your boat and it’s safety equipment is in right now? 
 
If your boat could talk, would it praise you for you being well  prepared or curse you for you for 
being so negligent in your preparation for the winter season? 
 
Vessel safety checks give you the chance to get re-acquainted with your boat and it’s safety 
equipment.  
There are approximately 50 boats owned and operated by St. Louis Sail & Power Squadron 
members.  Add to that, your many boating friends that may need to shore up their love life with 
their boats. 
 
That’s a lot of boating love affairs. 
 
Some of SLSPS members’ boats are moored at Carlyle Lake, Illinois, Duck Club Yacht Club, 
Harbor Point Yacht Club, Lake of the Ozarks, My River Home, Palisades Yacht Club, Sioux Harbor, 
Woodland Yacht Club, and Yacht Club of St. Louis. 
 
The time for Vessel Safety Checks is early spring at commissioning time. That’s now! 
 
St. Louis Sail & Power Squadron has four vessel safety inspectors with boats moored at  the  
following locations. 
��
�Inspector    Mooring Location  Contact Information 
 
Bill Morris Woodland Yacht Club 314-576-2887 bmorris314@gmail.com 
 
Bill Casey Lake of The Ozarks 636-391-1255 noniec1522@sbcglobal.net 
 
Ed Bialecke Yacht Club of St. Louis 314-740-7392 bialecke@aol.com 
   
Don Campbell All areas 314-892-7843 doncjanec@att.net 
 
If you really love your boat, contact us        
 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A CERTIFIED VESSEL SAFETY INSPECTOR, CONTACT 
ME AND I’LL TELL YOU HOW TO DO IT.  
 
 P/C Don Campbell, AP 
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2010 CHANGE OF WATCH 
 
The 2010 Change of Watch and Award Ceremony was held at Bartolino’s Restaurant on March 
13th. The event was attended by 28 members of the USPS. Rosemary & Ed Bialecke, Dorothy & 
Ben Blunt, Jane & Don Campbell, Pat & Bill Casey, Bettie & Ken Danley, Terry & Gus Elia, Vickie & 
Ron Frerker, Ruth Ann & Charlie Jones, Sue & Chuck Krueger, Jan & Andy Minardy, Marilyn & Bill 
Morris, Millie & Bob Steffe, Marlene & Doug Warden.  A wonderful meal was served to us by the 
staff at Bartolino’s. We then started the business of the night with a brief General Membership 
Meeting with the officers giving their reports. Don Campbell gave a brief presentation “How’s Your 
Love Life…...with your Boat that is”.  His effective presentation was about Vessel Safety Exams.  
 
The next order of business was the acknowledgment of those that helped make the St. Louis Sail & 
Power Squadron a successful event. Nineteen Merit Marks were awarded by the squadron this year. 
Twenty eight Certificates of Appreciation were given out to those that helped the cause of the 
SLSPS. D/C Ken Danley came forward to help present the remainder of the awards.  A 25 Year 
Member award was presented to P/C Ron Frerker SN.  The Wilson Dalzell Trophy was given to 
P/D/C Ed Bialecke.  The Fridtjof S. Egilsrud Appreciation Trophy  was awarded this year to P/C 
Millie Steffe. The David A. Smith Membership Plaque was awarded  to Lt/C Marlene & Lt/C Doug 
Warden.  The Richard C. Young Helmsman Award Trophy was award this trophy to Andy Minardi.  
Descriptions of these awards can be found in the SLSPS Roster. The Chili Cook-off Trophy went to 
Doug Warden .  The Washers Trophy winner is Todd White & Bob Steffe. 
 
D/C Ken Danley took the floor and gave us a briefing of the status of District 30 and our National 
Organization.  He talked briefly about the vote at our national meeting to allow squadrons to teach all 
of our courses to the general public.  
 
Ken then swore in, our new Squadron Commander Doug Warden.  He then proceeded to give the 
oath to the remained of the new bridge. For more pictures see slsps.org/photogallery. 
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EDUCATION REPORT—MARCH 2010 
 
News Flash—The National By-Laws have been amended to remove the restrictions against 
instructing courses to the public. We now have the option of instructing any USPS program to 
anyone. 
 
Non-members are charged market prices. The cost to USPS members is deeply discounted as an 
inducement to join. 
 
Weather (Wx) 
The weather class has wrapped up and the final exam was given to the five students on March 11th. 
The exams have been sent in and are awaiting grading. 
 
Anchoring Seminar - A two-hour seminar is planned for presentation in April. 
 
America’s Boating Course (ABC3) 
A special thanks to Charlie Jones and Jim Stearns for their help with the February classes at Lewis 
and Clark Community College—Edwardsville. The class had 6 students which took their exam on 
February 27th with all six students passing. 
 
The squadron needs instructors, greeters and exam graders to support our classes in March. Let 
Gus Elia know what you can do to support the classes. This is a good way to earn a Merit Mark. 
Lewis and Clark Community College—Godfrey will be the location of our next series of classes 
being held on March 20th, 27th and April 3rd. All classes are on Saturday from 12—4 PM 
 
Seamanship (S) 
A class in being planned for the week of April 5th. The course will probably he held at either 
Cabela’s or the Maryland Heights Community Center. Let me know if you are interested. 
 
Bill Morris, AP 
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