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Commander
Cdr. Doug Warden, P

3272 Saddleridge Drive

St. Charles, Missouri 63301

Home Tel: 636-255-0533

Cell: 314-610-0666

E-Mail: marlenewarden@gmail.com

Executive Officer
P/C Robert V. Steffe, AP

440 Eagle Pointe Landing Dr
Eureka, Missouri 63025
Home Tel: 636-938-6430
Cell: 314-623-0807

E-Mail: vipman@charter.net

Education Officer
P/C BILL MORRIS, AP

2354 WestBriar Court

Maryland Heights, Missouri 63043
Home Tel: 314-576-2887

Cell: 314-956-4488

E-Mail: bmorris314@gmail.com

Co-Administrative Officer
P/D/C Rosemary Bialecke,

o

11134 Cricket Hill Drive
St. Louis, MO 63146
Home Tel: 314-432-7707
Cell: 314-740-7392
E-Mail: bialecke@aol.com

Co-Administrative Officer
P/C Millie Steffe, P

440 Eagle Pointe Landing Dr
Eureka, Missouri 63025
Home Tel: 636-938-6430
Cell: 314-560-9429

Secretary
P/D/C Gus Elia, JN

332 Waterford Court

Troy, Missouri 63379-3994
Home Tel: 636-462-4655

Cell: 314-304-7382

E-Mail: guselia@centurytel.net

Treasurer
Lt/C Andy Minardi, JN

1147 Indian Trails Drive
Olivette, Missouri 63132

Home Tel: 314-997-2018
E-Mail: aminardi@sbcglobal.net

Commander’'s Message
Calendar of Events

Stay more informed on what's

going on in your squadron

Laser Fire Extinguisher Training

System Available
Birthdays

Youth Poster Contest

Last Horizon—Leon Hendricson
District 30 Cruise & Rendezvous

All at Sea is not always good

June Meeting at Sharky’s

General Membership Meeting

Education Report

Inflate for a World Record

—_———

Page 1
Page 3
Page 3

Page 3

Page 4
Page 4

Page 4
Page 5

Page 6
Page 7

Page 8
Page 9

Page 9

Dryrot Editor:

Home Phone:
Fax Number:

EDITOR’S NOTE

Please submit all articles before the
20th of the month to:

P/D/C Gus Elia, JN
Email Address: guselia@centurytel.net
(636) 462-4655

(636) 462-4655
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Have you misplaced your Dryrot around the house? Well you can always ""'\ueh s"fe
download or just look at an electronic version on-line at our website. You 2009 ' 6‘
can look at Upcoming Events and see what is coming up in the future. If <=4
you want to see what classes you might want to take you can just click

on the Education page. If you just want to take a look at any of the 3
events that we had over the past few years, you can go to the Photo SR =7
Gallery and pick on the event you want to see. Check it out. There's lot \ = w/
to see there. \‘@“'EI squa&cﬁ?. i

Just visit our award winning website at: http://ww w.slsps.org

Laser Fire Extinguisher Training System Available

Thanks to the Educational Fund, USPS now has a $12,000 laser fire extinguishing training system.
This system helps in training and practice with various types of fires using a simulated fire and a
laser pattern projected from the extinguisher nozzle. Results are scored for time to extinguish the
fire. This system is ideal for Boat Operator Certification and boating events. It is available through
HQ Marketing. To see some pictures check the Educational Department page on the USPS web
site
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On behalf of the membership of the SLSPS, | would like to take this opportunity to say “Happy
Birthday” to our squadron members who have birthdays celebrated in May and June. They are:

MAY JUNE

Jane Pulley 5/10 Mike Scabhill 6/10
James Stearns 5/20 Lloyd Roberts 6/16
Nancy Nisler Valci 5/21 Bill Casey 6/29

LAST HORIZON—LEON HENDRICKSON, AP

Lt. Col Leon B. Hendrickson, USAF Ret. died on May 2, 2010 following a
long iliness. Leon joined the USPS on June 7, 1965. He became a Life
Member in 1994 and earned 31 Merit Marks. He earned the Grade of AP
in 1969. He was our Awards Chairman for many years. Leon was buried
with full military honors in Texas Veterans Memorial Cemetery. He was 87
years old.

YOUTH POSTER CONTEST

The theme for this year’s Youth Poster Contest is “Water Smarts: Boat Safe and
Clean” and the contest is open to the public.

There are three age groups: 6-8, 9-11 and 12-14. Posters will be judged at the
Squadron level in September 2010, at the District Level in October 2010, and at the
National level at the January 2011 Annual Meeting in Orlando, FL.

At the National level, the first place winner in each group will be awarded $150. The
second place winners receive $100 and the third place winners receive $75.

Posters must be 15” X 20” or 14” X 22" poster board and cannot be folded. There is
no limit to the type of media use, except professional illustrations, photos, copyrighted
material or computer generated art may not be used.

Posters will be judged for the idea presented more than on artistic ability. Full rules,
suggestions, and entry form are available at USPS.org
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Hosted by:
Omaha Sail and Power Squadron
Dates July 16, 17, 18

Host Hotel
Country Inn & Suites
WWW.countryinns.com
2210 Abbott Drive
Carter Lake, IA 51510-1551
(712) 347-5600

Block reservation for 10 rooms under U.S. Power Squadron. Daily rate $80.00/per night Plus 12%
tax. Reservation deadline 06-16-10 Room may be canceled by 4pm the day prior. Includes free
breakfast Saturday and Sunday Shuttles to the airport, the Old Market, and Freedom park, the
home of the River City Star.

Schedule:

Friday night July 16, 2010 check in.

There will be a host room with beverages and snacks set up in the meeting room.
Dinner (free to go where you want)

Shuttle to the Old Market.

Saturday:
Free Breakfast
District 30 meeting in the meeting room coffee, soda and cookies to be served.

Lunch: Group takes a shuttle to Freedom Park for lunch cruise on the River City Star. Cruise goes
for 1 %2 hours and includes a deli lunch for $25/person. Folks over 65 cost only $23/person.
Reservation deadline 06-16-10

Dinner: Group will car pool to Mike & Deb Bahr’s residence for a cookout. Their address is: 16023
Chicago Street, Omaha, NE. Price per person $15.00. (includes 1 alcoholic beverage, $1.00 dona-
tion for each additional alcoholic beverage) We will serve Italian sausage, brats, hot dogs and ham-
burgers. Sides will include chips, fresh vegetables, corn on the cob, and beans. Desert will be fresh
fruit.

Sunday: Free breakfast !

Dinner Reservation
Guest Name(s):

Number of Dinner reservations: x $15.00 Total

Number of Italian Sausage , Brats Hot Dogs Hamburgers

X/O Michael J. Bahr
Omabha Sail and Power Squadron
16023 Chicago Street
Omaha, NE 68118
(402) 689-5715
MJBahrO07@aol.com
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ALL AT SEA IS NOT ALWAYS GOOD

| found this story on the web where sailors that were assigned to the USS ORISKANY CV/CVA-34
get to share their stories. Keep in mind he was probably a young sailor at the time. He says:

| was attached to VA-

163 ( Saints) CAW-16

as a AE-3 with our

squadron, | had

experienced many

events that was bad.

Many were good, and

positive. The worst by

far was the fire in 66.

| had just got off duty

and was laying in my rack joking with a bunch of guys. we

noticed smoke hovering on the overhead. This was about
7:30 in the morning. Then we heard, "fire, fire hanger bay one port side". in a few minutes, then
came the worst news. "general quarters all hands man your battle stations, this is not a drill. At that
point we knew something was really wrong. The smoke was getting thicker. We were three decks
below hanger bay #1, where the fire was raging. There was about twenty of us down there at the
time. We all grabbed each by the belt and started up the ladder. After we made it to the next deck,
the smoke was worse, it was burning our eyes and lungs. The acid smoke from magnesium even
started burning our lips and eye lids. We could not see nothing. In panic we were separated from
each other. | ended up alone and crawling on my stomach in a passageway. Holding my breath as
long as | could, and then breathing the toxic smoke, for any air that was there.

| was about to give up, when | came across something that was cool and refreshing. | was laying at
the bottom of a door, sucking in the cool air. | realized that it had to be a compartment with air
conditioning. | hit the door with my fist. | did not know if anyone was in there. Suddenly it opened. |
fell in to a ready room, with about 15 pilots and crew. One crew member, knew the way out. We all
grabbed a rag of some form and wet it with coffee that was there, to help us breathe. The smoke
was getting pretty bad in the ready room at the time. We made it to the flight deck. We ended up on
the catwalk, on the starboard side, on fly one. The fire was raging on the port side, in the hanger bay
and compartments forward. As | got to the catwalk, there were shipmates trying to help a shipmate.
He, whom | later found out was a supply officer. | stopped and tried to help him. He was in bad
shape. While doing CPR, his legs was on my shoulders, and felt cold. | will never forget this
moment. He died.

After, | was walking down the flight deck, in shock. | was approached by a squadron member, he
was so happy and gave my a big hug. | was the only member of our squadron that was missing from
muster at the time of general quarters. He thought | was gone. All of us in our compartment made it
out safely. This, was the worst and most important event, that stays in my mind forever with
Vietnam. | lost 44 shipmates, in a matter of hours, not including our shot down and MIA.

There are other incidents, that caused death aboard my three tours. If | had to do this all over
again, | would!!! Ilove, and that's putting it mildly, my country, my ship, my squadron. As of this
day, we are still together.— Walter Spain
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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING—MAY—15

The May General Membership Meeting was held on May 15, 2010 at Fratteli’'s Restaurant in St.
Charles. The meeting was attended by Ben Blunt, Dorothy Blunt, Don Campbell, Jane Campbell,
Bill Casey, Pat Casey, Gus Elia, Terry Elia, Charlie Jones, Ruthann Jones, Chuck Kraeger, Sue
Kraeger, Bill Morris, Marilyn Morris, Karen Rice, Millie Steffe, Robert Steffe, Doug Warden, Marlene
Warden and Todd White. A great meal was served to us by the restaurant staff. Doug conducted
squadron business.

Chuck and Sue Kraeger have a presentation on “Surviving Hurricane Katrina”. Although they lived
65 miles from the Gulf they had extensive damage to their property. They shared photos of the
hurricane and the devastation to the community and to their home.



Page 9 MAY 25, 2010

EDUCATION REPORT APRIL 2010

The Seamanship Course has two more classes before completion. There are two new members
coming out of this course. The woman's father was a former USPS member.

There will be an Instructor Recertification seminar coming up in the near term. This course will be
taught by Gus Elia. This is a 2 hour course and will be taught on a week night. Gus is looking for an
available home to teach this course at. DB2000 will be searched for prospective students will be
notified of the event once it is scheduled.

The Rivers, Locks and Dams seminar is pending.

Bill Morris, AP
Squadron Education Officer

Inflate for a world record

The National Safe Boating Council, partnering with the
Canadian Safe Boating Council, will be holding the first-
ever Life Jacket Inflation World Record Day on May 20,
just prior to the kickoff of National Safe Boating Week.
Events will be held across the U.S. and Canada in which
participants will simultaneously inflate their inflatable life
jackets at 11 a.m. EST/8 a.m. PST. Events will vary in
size and scope, and it is not too late to participate. If you
would like to organize an event as part of the World
Record Day, please visit the event website, www.readysetinflate.com.
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